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Beautiful "Kiriko"
Reﬂec’cing the Heart of Minamisanriku ...

During the New Year, the household Shinto altar of the houses in Minamisanriku
became bright with beautiful "divine ornaments," cut out from pure white paper
and used for good luck. In many houses, which were swept away by the great
tsunami, the altars had always been decorated with such "Kiriko" paper cut-outs
and paper streamers.

Cut-outs of sea bream, purse seine, sacred sake, etc. are uniquely designed by
each shrine in Minamisanriku. "Kiriko" cut-outs created in all the shrines are
lively, and in the powerful beauty of form, convey the overflowing blessings of
our lives as we live among all beings and creatures. Just this one sheet of white
paper transforms the altars into beautiful and fantastic spaces of blessings.
"Kiriko" expresses the rich spiritual culture of the people of Minamisanriku.

In 2010, young women in Minamisanriku visited houses from the JR Shizugawa
Station, Ekimae-dori, Itsukamachi to Tokamachi, and briefly interviewed

residents about the treasures and recollections in each of their homes. In this

"Kiriko Making Project," they created new "Kiriko" shapes based on the unique
features of each household, and displayed the works in front of each house. The
cut-outs of 650 sheets decorated the streets, displaying the various tales woven in
this town.

A project was begun to decorate the Utatsu and Iriya areas with these "Kiriko"
cut-outs in the following year, 2011. In February of 2011, the group held a brief
session on the project in which 140 people gathered. With so many interested
persons, the group gained greater incentive to make the project a success.
Unfortunately, soon after they gathered for the meeting of a new business year,
the streets of Minamisanriku in which various tales had been displayed
disappeared with the unprecedented tsunami of March 11, 2011.

The volunteer organization which took the lead in this project decided to start the
Kiriko Making Project again with support from many collaborators in
Minamisanriku. They displayed 230 "Kiriko" cut-outs in two temporary shopping
centers. Also, 61 cut-outs made from aluminum compound boards were installed

at 28 sites of houses that were washed away by the tsunami. They installed the

aluminum cut-outs facing the sea at the sites of some households where they had
held interviews, together with a few short lines describing the people who had
lived there who faced their hardships with courage and dignity. This concept
came from the idea that the sky and sea will watch over all the townspeople who
are trying so hard to live their lives to the fullest.

One person said, "I feel happier about this kiriko display here rather than having
my house rebuilt on this spot," as he overlooked the lands where his family had
lived for tens of years, brightened by white "Kiriko."

It is because the town has lost its original features that we need to hand down our
traditions and history from generation to generation to show to our children. We
must hand down the humbling message that we must never forget that we are
kept alive by the bounties of Mother Nature. We must convey the pride we feel in
our brave and hardy predecessors who stood up to disasters such as tsunami and
massive fires in this town. We want to show to the world that here are people
who can work together to rebuild the town where people can live happily.

In winter, the prayers of the townspeople of Minamisanriku are reflected in the

form of the white and pure "Kiriko."
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Katsuhiko Endo

Early morning at the beginning of November, many people were
eager to open oyster shells at the brand new oyster processing plant.
Due to the long period of high water temperatures this summer,

oysters have not matured sufficiently even though it is already harvest

~ ith vi i mE A L ¢ H ok RO E D H W DI AT R
season. Still, men and women went to work filled with vigor and with % % % i gﬁg 7? E S e S 5 % % g % 7? c]i g) % ?\ .. ;;‘; 3 L:\ g
bricht : ) %‘ b -~ T o < < ) L 7o S \o N
right expressions 1 Sk b 6 D - 0o oa B OE B o X @ b o# — & kb
On the day of the Great Earthquake, Mr. Endo, who is the Leader of R L b H % o oz M S L < o Koo H L ow» b o
, R A 5 % fE oy ¢ POV B A N R b D0
the Oyster Farming Group, Miyagi Fishermen's Cooperative 5 % < WA N/ N Z ;C 1 = %3 L gl o % 7 BN
2 < Mo (S
Association, visited Kesennuma City to attend the meeting of the 1) /; f«; i % e 7%: g 7«; T)J fill 7= & %)B L g g}% gﬁg gé E N ;; i % L
Z - AR b y i i N # 3
Association. When he returned to his home, he saw that everything % ‘[ % % e ;E % < ‘I’E s %7';‘1 = }*ﬁ E g % ﬁ fé % 2— E ﬁg %’ 1;; %
~ ~ Loy o Mo bR D - EHE o R L xR
had b hed by the t . The oth b fh ; AT (R N4 ) . . S N
a - een washed away by e-sunaml eo er‘mem e-rso is gj:t S_ % T oOR o om b % 2 %[' X 7 ; N ha TSN
family barely escaped death, which was a blessed relief for him. Lo I Loy 3 oS A g v 4 o L LI
ST D v L woflE < R 3 X T HE . AE BT AR B Db

In June, although many of the townspeople still lived in evacuation

centers, fishermen evacuated to a shelter near the sea joined together

and started farming oysters sooner than anyone else in Miyagi 5 oM K & 4 5 T e N R T AR ) o ic 2 ki v v
& o Y v 2Kl ZM O F g AR E KB SR Lo e 5 h
Prefecture. They gathered the surviving seed oysters and started £ L 5% 7 W Ly 2o % ¥ ¢ 0 FF o9z » 2 R M o 0 M iR
. . n‘):'ﬁ‘z\iffg%bi\cﬁf)\(v@%;‘b:y_,s‘L%OF'EﬁO&‘ﬂY%
farming. "Anyhow, let's start with whatever we can now." They L agx ik AP n Rt o a T S fTo s 2 L
, . - . LSRR TR S NN = SOy EIE S E ) w EC TR
united together with the same spirit and enthusiasm. Eventually, they X o oo o= g T% 10 % &g £ ne x 2w o~ oz A Vg
be il e worki . vz o b o8 gh e e moWwa g o n ks
gan to show their smiling faces while working, and occasionally 5o ox o R B o D Lo B o o s e B o MR
i LS5 m o o ° ax oz B o L % o LA %
light laughter could be heard from them. 8 5 & g o IR} ;:- f*; F.E.i 5 P T b M T3 aCAL b P
An overwhelming shortage of materials became their staunch a2 z g B (S NN R N C Zowvow B L o%
X &z ol NI R SR S W 3 D5 5 o
opponent. Due to the efforts of all, they overcame such problems one 7 Mo Z B €T T & CIES < 2 Jn Hou Aok oo 9 O nm oL v
7N 2 3 N T
by one. The oysters grew fast, and could be harvested in October. “If BN o g &8 2 B o CEE e b E B LD .
the oyster processing plant were completed, many oysters could be
shipped.” The Fishermen's Cooperative Association completed a ® gu N [EE I N TR /LR D B S nHoE 5 b iz
) ) ) 2 B2 2 MW IEMEEEE2OFDLLAWBED S K IFEEX S
temporary oyster processing plant this autumn under the aid of the CE A 6 T =L g KLl D X D K ETE S RN
. . . b E RO ONEE D A B K EAE D EFT SIS B D
National Government, Miyagi Prefectural Government, and a public 7o 7 oT W [ RO AwoIiEwEDEIEZH® &5
. ~ Lo A2 D 7 s T [ . NP NI S
utility foundation, Liﬁé/\/kﬁﬁ?%“(}%mb%?%ﬂéﬁ%i%ﬁ%ﬁf%
After the Great Earthquake, they confided with each other, "It is not Ko 1EE 3\;@ 9*{ = S z v 5 =z AKXz R R % g e s v ox
as important to produce large quantities as it is to make good things." a6 L SR D w2 b5 C oo 2T o3 B B A
E T N S s 2 — o Lk oy g T oY R N (5
The present production is still not up to pre-earthquake (March 11, % e 5 T 5 e fX SO W oL ooy s Y L ? 2% » X ES
5 N Wi L amic T zo<c SHMUKL D L0 th B
011) levels. Nevertheless, the producers have a strong positive spirit N 7~ 3% 3 B na oo A U A = | V-
L% fAow xzaxH->oMi 22%#kz2zr &

vowing to “produce first-class oysters that will please our customers!”
They hope to pass on the fisheries of Minamisannriku to their
successors in good condition. For that purpose much more work

needs to be done. While savoring the joy that they made it this far,

Mr. Endo and his group are ready to go to the next step.
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Since early times, in the Utatsu area, families prepared miso

AN BF =4

ARINHVWKIETE KX

(soybean paste) a barrel-full at a time in their own homes.
Some housewives in the area sometimes gathered in order to
lkuko Yamauchi

¥ A =BT A T H N 65-3
TEL 080-1801-4530

learn how to make rice cakes, etc. from older people. Later

the gatherings evolved into the Ishiizumi Fureai Miso

Factory. The volunteers from the Japan Asian Association & Agiv&n@w%uglﬁtc t \ﬁ’)b)?é A HRIINETEA K :F‘;*—“Z‘TPE?/\/
Asian Friendship Society (JAFS) who helped to prepare

meals after the Great Earthquake found the miso made by

n ﬁ@fcb?\]f%ifc%ﬁffﬁéﬂ f;}ﬂ"%iﬂ%ii@‘é}ﬁf%\\%ﬂ

these housewives delicious. Last summer, with assistance 7z & ¥ 7 & & & ° 3 L WK & 5 b £ & £ o 38, >3 b T 0T H

. L - 2ot o v sF A D o M Se g B dw T Brox koW 2 < A o Dt

from JAFS, the project "Ishiizumi Fureai Miso Factory" was PR B N T = S TS G LU/ M S F oS b N st x —p

. oo e M Rz I BRI W E SN S vk QO - 8 F KER

started full scale. People who lost their homes by the A ST o e oz oD g)k 13 w P ¥ 7 b Al TR B L o oo K

i i 7 7 : W g D i A 7

earthquake disaster long for the taste of hand-made miso, ; %\ %3 % Z’ Zj lg % [E g ? %}% % f'; ﬁ% JEé % r% % % % g Bzg_% g 5 § ﬁfq f{ % %

; o [ ST < B AL F o0 ] — v = T < Z X

which the factory plans to start selling in January, and check ﬁ % E é = ;fz g{g \7_10 ;: ~ l;";kﬁ E % :ij\ 5 é\ i < > i;)L g B G fg @ fiﬁ e ?J 1,{ F

with them when it will be available almost every day. = < |tz i EN Homwe b 70 b )5 Ao = = JA

. , A S Sk ke o R > ANED S 61 L fus RS20 m 0T s

“Everyone who ate miso soup in the evacuation centers b R S 5 Z T g FE: | T xR < i 2 Kb CH

. o Tk OKA{EEMW oA SEET CERIER < AMAT 2 e REYEZS

appeared to become relieved,” Ms. Yamauchi, President of K 2 A b U % T n - 7 Tl 9 D n & L b S N B Y 2 2 LoD
the factory, said. She also said that at that time she knew the

importance of protecting the heritage of miso making in T S T D SRS SN S R Vb 2 AR R S5 T ) B2 b T = )

Utatsu :-—oiﬁlﬂT&W")?’Q:"DE/E}%ET“C“"@&’TML\’%i‘/@c’%.ﬁﬂf%

) ém ‘éﬁa:%%vsbﬁﬁﬁbﬁo>w@ T 5E ‘ﬁ%vvﬂfi%@;)%q

“In the past homemade miso had been nothing special, but it ??; |§ ?‘ fg 7%; 7% %: 'c; ;fr % b i ’7‘;-: 3% 4; % . lj? % ’?::Lj\ ;ﬁ I’% ;’é 7 7b]§ ;"L _L(/ %)g n % ’j;

gave us the ‘power’ to live through an emergency." So, I A B A R W X s 6 8 HAERE D % DY o 4 e b o5 v

, L B E RO ) g Cn L By ke B Ly LT HAE Y s T

think that now it is important to learn from older people who gD o) b W oA W A faf 3 7 N S o 2t Lo L L X B v A

. . _ wWiE TS AL s AT b mammEme T R A AR 7

have abundant wisdom. I wish someday my daughter-in-law - A fg Lo oo %% & s HI H b $ 78 7 2F o5 }; roF h 7 A g L < 7

Sz RN - S R B S AR S o> D T ELED v T DWwE -

would ask me to teach her to make miso in this factory,” said j£ 'E%E"‘ é, > g:) 15 E{E X E’;Eﬁ SO0 B A 7§ B ncf.l s :& ,'Lj?, P

Ms. Yamauchi with a smile on her face. All the members WA i f‘g‘ g EE k:éik z ?’{ j<j % E %E 9%% ;g‘ E ?: 2 ﬁ/\é % {‘: % % % iff i iKt ;E

hope that many more people use this facility and instruct T 8L T 0L L Bl 2 3A o fl & 2 W w 2ok oL

visitors on how to make the traditional miso of Utatsu.
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Nagayasu Takahashi

ER IR ERURT A AT 49-5
tel 0220-44-4605 takatyou@maroon.plala.or.jp

Mr. Nagayasu Takahashi is the third generation owner of

AR SN NoY D8 v 27, (BIUR{E : EEREBEIE) Takacho Jozomoto, a long-standing brewery of miso (soybean

paste) and shoyu (soy sauce), which was established in 1918.

7 Ao v gE e R 8 W A 4 b o 2 ARG D T =z T " : : " :

?f))) ° gﬂg % 7 E: < ¥ 7? ? PN ;j: A % 7 /I.E g;‘ )-Zg ¥ %» 7 /éi i ‘HE_‘ % = %E B I took it for granted that we make miso and shoyu," he said

K ST w v D A Ji 21 ¥ v < » 7 5 = ~

p R HA 7 v RO & A D 3 U E, DA E e looking back at the past. It was the Great East Japan Earthquake

= g ;’L\:, % i; Fa'; :; E g} % :b”é'j fg (i ‘i) E: & ;é :% % %’ ﬁ% Eg ,‘i'\ % % J:;F: § that drastically changed such a mundane everyday world. Since

D Mmooy W o - B’ S e o2 DY x5 O il Hos I then he had not spent much time thinking about reopening his

Pl 2n95 03 xR EO GGy RS E R KA

;S BT LTk mE s ST S N . G store.

= ﬁi“ v %: ;:) Vo %C‘ 14:) 2 ET Eﬁ' g % % ?) 5, {éjﬁ 2 o ﬁ }L: e % B ok On April 21, Mr. Takahashi noticed on the roof of the remains of

2 ° z 3 > - R Y . . . .

% E @ O: }@2 fL i i’ x é ;;% O: flz f@ 2‘ %ﬁ {% flé ;b) 7 ﬁ’Eé o 7?3» 0.3? g‘; }Iij a bank a tank with the number 9 on it, which was one of the miso

% 723 D - SR ST - 4 I S O i i

& o A S R A OK) w2 e 2o e H S fermentation tanks used in the company. The number 9 is “ku” in
Japanese, which is part of the name of the company’ s founder,
Chokuro. Upon discovering the tank, he decided to make miso

P ¢ L b & 5 % % T Mg oA Bl E K e — D T © B A .

&/E H ML <% v F ES % X Ejg ngz B B " = F': H%t 79 -g‘ D ? L }Eizl 3)0 again using this tank.

(=] :b; F% 2:) fg :)C 7& E i: gé) é ;;u i Ni fg % Yf\ ? &-) % § Ju ;L :Z ﬁ%j ’li“f l%) D l__.péﬁ Currently, while working for a brewery managed by his relative,

% 7?) % ‘g E 2: ;37 _Lg Ff'n% 5 7_% n ‘f ;C) _é_ 7@”]: % _% % 32 ?g g 7;; ;"—; N % i‘ ;—; & he borrowed one corner of the brewery and made additive-free

Wk ol ~vuouml 2Rz Ec X bk E oAz o o 90 miso of Takahashi Jozomoto

22 W 25 45 L v F TR S g m A B w S A ‘:? o%a)g :

Tf)f RO NS 2 F Do P oA K L F o %J o Al W B aoe 57 z “Many people are still not sure where to begin, I think. I am no

S Bk Y oRT 2 w2 B L 5 ¥ Hioon 5 # 7 W e o T O v T

L C M X 1272 b u B L ¥ T o o H ¢ 3 ¥ F o Loy (3% exception, and I cannot help but make steady effort, as moving

Tz ST o kI BE W AAkzvo okT gD

;C) R X 7T SE 2 0 bW /L‘ forward one step at a time.

% % ’% ;C) E E\ ?i fg{ }C ?lé) }f a‘z:)L Ej{g D z) :: ”: 1]}‘_,{ 7}; gg g‘ :30 % 3; 73; 72 In expectation of working again in Minamisanriku to make miso,

Mr. Takahashi is struggling to keep the taste of Takacho.
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Naoya Takahashi

S"It was natural to follow a fisherman's business," said Mr.
Naoya Takahashi as he took a look back. He started working as
a fisherman to harvest scallops, oysters, and wakame seaweeds

at Tomarihama in Utatsu area with his father, when he was 20

years old. The tsunami destroyed all the aquaculture facilities. DL e AR R S NN Y P/ R = A D= SO [/ = R = S
o . . L S P A A N oL H e o HEOWEF S LAY XA
But his ship miraculously survived. Still, he could only do i F e T s o d o B0 I To@EE w5 TR KR O
.. . . . . TR - L X T L Moo M H L w D - = Wk oo 7 LA
part-time jobs to support his family. In the midst of all this, he v AT R A S o M 5 5 fF O D i ? Wk
S 45 3 £ TG % : ey 3
saw with his own eyes that volunteers from all over Japan were ;5 % ;;; é% J‘é ; g % % ;; J:I: ;’) Z; Zg Z? - 1 %ﬂ %‘L’: }é ,‘% g g % % é
; ; ; . 3 L7 ) w3 o2 i C
impressed and pleased by marine work, and realized the ! i 7;; Wor o - % ;ffi A LR 1;\7% Wi L P Z&ﬁ Ho
wonderfulness of the sea at Utatsu and the significance of a 4 # A AL kA i » Tk o - b T AW z o B n Mot - & uE 32
17 A . 5 7 Vi o & A O D M ar 5 R o BT
fisherman's work. Upon resuming aquaculture, he created o O % D oo ox fﬂ o WA S S S < i
. . . v o#E G NI S-SR D F o F R S Y20
learning-by-experience programs for visitors to become 9 W 7 o2 T ° b i 72 7 P EE RN = N [ 51 ?5 T
- z . . SRR ao% e 7S .
familiar with the sea of Minamisanriku. He was impressed to T A ek xR ° R S w2
see how glad people were to experience fishing from a boat.
« : : L T g ) B v A = 2% ATy iR EN AL E S 5 Dok
We can let many people enjoy from the bottom of their hearts j% ﬁg v ﬁ% L i‘ s §_ 1 om % TL g S g: {%: f g %J 5 %g T Z % {u [_g ol‘:‘ f_ﬁ
- ’ . : AAS 4T e A S o K G Ay 7D 3 i
our sea. In the future, I hope to enhance the extent of fishery o ; ’:)ﬁ W % If‘; AN ié e TR wom o ? B8 f;%‘é a i 7 g 2% <%
experience.” To L XA 5 208 A b icLoLrs T 2L s K
. . ) ) ) Wl Wb DT B E B KA R E g 7 OB S v BT B
Mr. Takahashi will resume his fishing experience program in N N/ N | = E o o T H M 3 2 AL FH D = D & Iz
« . . 2 M oz E o bR S gT M 5 EALE P T
May. “I would like to give more exposure to the fact that R =S S SN = S SN E S s BZq4 “F Moz H KR
* om B BE L X F U e Swm L IR rAERE 2 ML oomx
Minamisanriku is being restored thanks to many supporters. Zn L oo << % f Z) 7 -@: LI i; 2 2 < 5 ‘E 7 5 2 I < E D %
Above all, I hope that many people learn how wonderful the sea l:) fg ;}C ;ﬁ “:’ “%’ 7;9: 4 : v 7§c “E, gg ;)C Zé I% %% ;Ci ;C ]]~ éé 2 j:é' ﬁ; = ‘i?_ ?S E')
of Minamisanriku is," he said while gazing confidently at the LA R S L N T B = e 2 B S P I T I
h 2w H» T wiH o s v 5 A9 NS kBB oy S ob BNl K
future.
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"Minamisanriku de Okaimono (Shopping in Minamisanriku)"

is the website for shopping in Minamisanriku "now." Mr.

P ¥ Takahiro [to manages this site.
e ey e Sy i
*Q "-’* g 'aﬂ‘ .i People from all over Japan visit this portal site for shopping.

The messages sent along with the orders have been

AFZRE de BE WD by T R—,
PR TR AL B Ne b DHI R 5, encouraging Minamisanriku’ s retailers. Also, Mr. Ito has
http://www.odette-shop.com

developed the market for Minamisanriku’ s products through

events and special promotions with businesses.
el odm ok Ry s F ok 1 [ )/ I NS My & BH e H ow oo b B On March 11, 2011, Mr. Ito was working for a restaurant
L L oo I RL = v %f’ﬁ@%ib:f:‘:ﬁﬂsﬁébﬁ}\.mﬁ-
B 72 zwm = %W 1 9 7 $ b o 72 9 | b db o A F oy i < A v p M chain in Chingtao in China as a factory superintendent. When
R R R R EE RS R AR e T
(SRS E Eﬂij b o o 2 ﬁ?] i }C < T % X " beﬁ ¥ DT g z T % v 4 (I;:; he temporary returned to Minamisanriku in April, his
° NI D < & I1c f S g v s N N oY ) . ) .
34 ];;;i% % g 0. o % o =z g f) i f\ S em s | % % 5]7 éE g)) 2 B f;j 131 hometown had disappeared. "I will return," Mr. Ito made up
§ E > SI'J%'E’,( ﬁ':é % 7 S): :17?2 /é 2 @ 4 éij L ;% gé ’T; = JE% ,f?ﬂ): 2 1% - ?: 7 /Z}) EE; his mind. In June 2012 he came back to Minamisanriku and
;;:\‘ ;Eg 7 4]3 ?,% 10) é: 1%2'7 ;% = % ’; 4j‘\ e %C k ;; Ez ; % EE e g % j]?r Y Y started to go into action. He hopes to encourage the fishermen
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